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Acts 12:1-14 

12About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the 

church. 2He had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. 3After he saw that it 

pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the festival of 

Unleavened Bread.) 4When he had seized him, he put him in prison and handed him 

over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him out to the people 

after the Passover. 5While Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God 

for him. 

6 The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two 

chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were 

keeping watch over the prison. 7Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light 

shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ 

And the chains fell off his wrists. 8The angel said to him, ‘Fasten your belt and put on 

your sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak around you and follow 

me.’ 9Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize that what was happening 

with the angel’s help was real; he thought he was seeing a vision.10After they had 

passed the first and the second guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the 

city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went outside and walked along a 

lane, when suddenly the angel left him. 11Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I 

am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and 

from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’ 

12 As soon as he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose 

other name was Mark, where many had gathered and were praying. 13When he 

knocked at the outer gate, a maid named Rhoda came to answer. 14On recognizing 

Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of opening the gate, she ran in and 

announced that Peter was standing at the gate. 

 

  



Daniel 3:8-30 

8 Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the 

Jews. 9They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, ‘O king, live for ever! 10You, O king, have 

made a decree, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, 

drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall fall down and worship the golden 

statue, 11and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be thrown into a furnace of 

blazing fire. 12There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the 

province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These pay no heed to you, 

O king. They do not serve your gods and they do not worship the golden statue that 

you have set up.’ 

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego be brought in; so they brought those men before the king.14Nebuchadnezzar 

said to them, ‘Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my 

gods and you do not worship the golden statue that I have set up? 15Now if you are 

ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire 

musical ensemble to fall down and worship the statue that I have made, well and 

good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of 

blazing fire, and who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?’ 

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, ‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we have 

no need to present a defense to you in this matter. 17If our God whom we serve is able 

to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him 

deliver us. 18But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and 

we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.’ 

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace to be heated up seven 

times more than was customary, 20and ordered some of the strongest guards in his 

army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of 

blazing fire. 21So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their 

hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing 

fire. 22Because the king’s command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the 

raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.23But the 

three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of 

blazing fire. 

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his 

counsellors, ‘Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?’ They answered 

the king, ‘True, O king.’ 25He replied, ‘But I see four men unbound, walking in the 

middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a 



god.’26Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and 

said, ‘Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! 

Come here!’ So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27And the 

satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counsellors gathered together and 

saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their 

heads was not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came 

from them. 28Nebuchadnezzar said, ‘Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They 

disobeyed the king’s command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and 

worship any god except their own God.29Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, 

or language that utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; for there is no 

other god who is able to deliver in this way.’ 30Then the king promoted Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 

 


