
Scriptures December 8 
 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
7 How beautiful upon the mountains 
   are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
   who announces salvation, 
   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  
8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
   together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
   the return of the Lord to Zion.  
9 Break forth together into singing, 
   you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord has comforted his people, 
   he has redeemed Jerusalem.  
10 The Lord has bared his holy arm 
   before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
   the salvation of our God.  
 
 
Luke 1:5a, 8-20 
5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 
priestly order of Abijah.  
8 Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 9he was chosen 
by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer 
incense. 10Now at the time of the incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was 
praying outside. 11Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of 
the altar of incense. 12When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed 
him. 13But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. 
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 14You will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He 
must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 16He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17With the spirit and 
power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord.’ 18Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and 
my wife is getting on in years.’ 19The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 
and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20But now, because you 
did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to 
speak, until the day these things occur.’ 
 
  



Matthew 1:18-25  
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’22All this took place 
to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  
23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
   and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 
which means, ‘God is with us.’ 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had 
borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
 
 
Luke 2:8-14  
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified.10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’ 
 


