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Join us in-person 

Sundays at 10AM 

Or online all day  

Dec. 6 
Advent 
2 
Peace 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Mark 1:1-8 
Those Who Dream ~  
Prepare the Way 

Online all day 
Traditional Service 

10AM In-
person Worship 
(in sanctuary w/ 
masks 

Dec. 13 
Advent 
3 
Joy 

Isaiah 61:1-4 
Luke 1:46-55 
Those Who Dream ~ Sow 
Joy 

Online all day  
Praise Service 

10AM In-
person Worship 
(in sanctuary w/ 
masks 

Dec. 20 
Advent 
4 
Love 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Luke 1:26-45 
Those Who Dream ~ We 
Are Not Alone 

Online all day  
Traditional Service 

10AM In-
person Worship 
(in sanctuary w/ 
masks 

Christ-
mas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Luke 2:1-20 
Tonight We Are Those Who 
Dream 

Online 5PM and 
following 

5PM In person 
(in sanctuary w/ 
mask) 7PM ser-
vice outside 

Dec. 27 Isaiah 64:1-9 
Mark 13:24-37 
Those Who Dream Will 
Not Keep Silent 

Online all day  
Praise Service 

10AM In-
person Worship 
(in sanctuary w/ 
masks 

Jan. 3 
Epipha-
ny/Star 
Words 

Communion 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Matthew 2:1-12 
Those Who Dream Perse-
vere 

Online all day  
Traditional Service 

10AM In-
person Worship 
(in sanctuary w/ 
masks 

On Christmas Eve we will have two services: 5PM in person 
in the sanctuary with a reservation (look for more infor-
mation on this to be forthcoming);  
The indoor service will be streamed at 5PM and available 
online throughout the evening. 
The second Christmas Eve service will be at 7PM outside. 



 
“When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream!” Psalm 126:1 

 
Dear Beloved People of God,  
 
This has been a difficult year.  And yet, this has also been an astound-
ing year.  A year we changed.  A year we tried new things (yes, zoom 
was new for most of us).  A year we all found what it is like to wear a 
mask (like our health care professionals do all the time).  A year we 
helped our neighbors.  A year we found our limits and survived.  A year 
our scientific community created multiple vaccines in record time.  A 
year we learned how much we value being together and being able to 
embrace our family and friends.  A year we made it through, and a year 
that calls us to HOPE.  Hope for a new day.  Hope for better days.  
Hope to be free from the limitations of this pandemic.  Hope for grace 
and light and healing.  
 
Now, we come into the season of Advent, the season where we look 
ahead with expectations and dreams for more, in this world.  It is the 
season we soak in the prophets, and the coming of the Christ child.  
This Advent, we join those who looked ahead, who hoped, who 
dreamed, and who were ready to welcome the Christ child, who brought 
a whole new understanding of God and of God’s vision for this world.   
 
Our Advent series is entitled: Those Who Dream.  Included with this 
newsletter is a devotional for the season.  I invite you to join in the spir-
it of this, as you are led.  Try the devotional, but if it does not connect 
with you, start a waking dream journal, or take the prophets and rewrite 
their words for today’s world.  Write your hopes, especially your hopes 
for God in your life and in this world.  What are your dreams?  What do 
you think God’s dreams are for us?  Let us dream together in this Ad-
vent season as we look ahead.   
 
This year my family is looking ahead, with amazement and gratitude to 
God, as we expectantly wait for our new baby boy to arrive in May.  
Indeed, I am wondering and dreaming about this new child, and so 
thankful that all is well at this point.  It is also bringing me into a new 
Advent sense.  People say you can’t be ‘a little bit pregnant,’ but as 
someone in their 2nd pregnancy, I think you can.  Something can begin 
growing in you that can’t be seen, even as so much of your own body 
changes (blood supply, equilibrium that is so often the cause of morn-
ing sickness or just feeling off…) and yet as time goes on, more and 
more space is made within you for this amazing new life.  
 

A Note from Pastor Robin 



 

I know most of you are not pregnant, but what if Advent is a time that 
invites us all to let our faith, let God, let Christ grow inside us – as we 
adjust, as we make more room, as we ponder and dream of what new 
day Christ will birth in our world.  Maybe every Advent offers us this, 
yet, maybe this year, we claim it as we move from surviving or worry-
ing; from frustration or apathy -- to being those who find God with us 
and growing within us, in a new way.   Let us dare to dream with God 
again, of what this world can be.   
 
May God fill us and this world with more of God’s hope, peace, joy, 
and love.  
  
With Advent Hope,  

Pastor Robin 

If you love Christmas Music and Carols and are able to join a Zoom 
gathering, please come!  You can sing along from your home with your 
family. Zoom does have some limits.  You’ll have to mute yourselves 
so that all of the participants can hear the leaders but don’t despair…. 
Everyone will SEE you singing along!  
In this year of masking and controlled musical offerings, this will be an 
opportunity to share an evening of creative Christmas Music Blessings! 
 
What:  Christmas Music and Carols  
When:  Friday, December 11th    7-8PM 
Where:  Zoom (link will be published closer to the date) 
Who:  Carole Haines, Lisa Meyer and other talented musicians!  
  Please contact Carole Haines if you’d like to perform.  
  (Technical support provided by Congregational Life) 

WE NEED A LITTLE CHRISTMAS 



 

This Photo

Mission Opportunities This Christmas Season 
 

ONLINE ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR - This has been a different 
kind of year! With the effects of COVID-19, we are in for a differ-
ent kind of Christmas. A different kind of Christmas means we 
should consider different kinds of gifts! Alternative Giving is a 
great opportunity to bless someone in your life while bringing 
hope and healing to people locally and around the world. Many of 
your favorite organizations from years past will be returning. Be-
ginning in early November, check out the Life of St. Andrews sec-
tion of the SAPC website for details where links will be provided 
for you to connect with multiple charities. 
 

How it works: Give an online donation to a charity in honor of a 
friend or family member to provide chickens, building supplies, 
books, clean water, immunizations, etc. In turn you will send a 
card to that person telling them a gift was given in their name. A 
great benefit…you don’t have to wrap that knickknack. 
 

THE ANGEL TREE this year will also offer online options with an 
Amazon Wishlist. Gifts can be purchased through Amazon 
(remember the church with Amazon Smiles) and will be delivered 
directly to the church. No lugging around boxes and wrapping 
hard to disguise gifts. Some Angels will be available at the church 
for those who are not online shoppers. Look for them in the Nar-
thex in early November. Return date deadline will be announced 
but is expected to be within the first 2 weeks of December. 
 

THE GIVING TREE has replaced the Mitten Tree. Needs in the 
community have gone beyond mittens. Infant, toddler, and wom-
en’s socks, boys’ and men’s boxers, and boys’ and girls’ pajamas 
will be the focus of the Giving Tree this year. Donations to be de-
livered to LCCM will be accepted during December in the green 
tubs in the Narthex. When you make a donation, we ask that you 
write a Christmas wish or blessing on a paper ornament that will 
be hung on the Giving Tree. 

December Mission Spotlight  
 

Giving Tree: Infant, toddler, and women’s 

socks, boys’ and men’s boxers, and boys’ and 
girls’ pajamas  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Black_Man_Driving_Car_Cartoon_Vector.svg


 

 The regular meeting of Session was held Thursday No-
vember 5th at 7PM by video conference. The meeting was con-
vened with scripture (Galatians 3:25-29) prayer and devotions 
by the moderator, Rev Morgan.  

In the consent agenda the minutes for the October regular 
meeting of Session and the October 25th congregational meet-
ing were approved. The resignation of Connie Dowhower from 
the Trustees was accepted with regret and Rev Joaquin Anabe-
Lopez was approved to lead worship November 15th and 22nd 
during Rev Morgan’s vacation. 

The clerk reported that the Session minutes for 2019 were re-
viewed and approved by Presbytery.  

The Worship Committee reported that there will be two services 
Christmas Eve at 5PM and 7PM. 

The other committee reports from Christian Education, Congre-
gational Life, Mission, Administration and Stewardship were 
received. 

The treasurer’s report showed YTD contributions of $337,617 
and expenses of $357,808. 

The Nominating Committee was informed by Molly Barahona 
that she will not be able to accept a position on the Board of 
Deacons. 

The Visioning Committee reported that the labyrinth sign is ex-
pected to be installed in November. 

The next meeting of Session is a joint meeting with Trustees on 
December 8th. 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Elder Rick Borger.  

S E S S I O N  N O T E S 



 

D E a c o n   d o I n g s 

“Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over 
them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God 
wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not 
lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.”  
1 Peter 5:2-3 
 

I take you back to March 16, 2020.  The government has just 
imposed the “15 days to slow the spread”.  Fast forward to pre-
sent day, seven months into the pandemic. Even though some 
things have begun to reopen we are still a long way from what 
we consider as “normal”.  We can long for the “good old days”, 
or we can continue going forward into the future we have been 
dealt.  While the church has once again started in-person wor-
ship with social distancing, online worship and zoom meetings 
are still the main way we, as a congregation, have been com-
municating.  As with all of society, the way that we go about the 

business of Deacons has be-
gun to evolve as well.  
Email, texting, and phone 
calls have replaced the in-
person visitations.  COVID 
protocols have made visits 
to retirement homes and 
hospitals impossible at this 
time.  Home communion 
and funeral luncheons have 
also been put on hold while 
we wait to see how we can 
safely proceed with them in 
the future.  Please know that 
while it may seem as if the 
Deacon’s role has been di-
minished through this time 
of COVID be assured that 

one thing has not changed is that our prayers are continuing for 
our flocks.  Our prayers for your health, safety, and well being 
continue.  As always, if you have a need or concern, please do 
not hesitate to contact your deacon. 
 
Please stay safe, 
Submitted: Ken Gries 



 The name of 2020 is adaption! It seems like every 
time I find myself in a new routine, a need to adapt 

again arises! Yet out of these changes I have also found 
moments for growth. I wonder how we will all look back on 
2020 and what each of us will have gained or learned from 
this years’ worth of life? 
 
 Family Advent Activities. In the Past St. Andrews 
has held a Family Advent Worship night. With the contin-
ued rise of Covid, the Family worship night is not entirely 
safe as we have done it. But! A fun family event and wor-
ship that we are planning for December 5

th
 at 1pm will be 

decorating the outside of the church! There is a section set 
aside for families to decorate and have fun sending a mes-
sage of Joy and Hope to the community. If you would like 
to participate in this event, please RSVP to me by Decem-
ber 3

rd
.  

 
 Looking towards the New Year, Youth Group will 
continue for as long as we can safely meet. Please note if 
you have been told to isolate, feel ill, or have had a poten-
tial exposure please stay home. I also want to take a mo-
ment and highlight the weather Policy for Epyc/
Trailblazers.  
 

Weather Policy 
If inclement weather cancels church on a Sunday 

all Epyc and Trailblazers activities for that Sunday are can-
celled as well. In case of a weather event that is projected 
to hit before or during an Epyc or Trailblazer event the Di-
rector of Children and Youth Ministries will consult with the 
Christian Education Committee and the Pastor to deter-
mine the safest course of action. If it is determined 
that Epyc and Trailblazers should be cancelled no-
tification will be sent out through social media, 
email, text messages, and phone calls. Every at-
tempt will be made to provide a safe and accurate 
decision for the safety of everyone. If you have any 
questions, please call or ask Rob Cochran.   
 

EPYC  Expectations 



  A Very Merry Christmas….. 

…  and a Happy New Year    

From St Andrews Presbyterian Women  

Planning Team! 
 

 Your PW Planning Team is as thankful as every-

one else to see 2020 come to a close, as we  begin 2021 

with hope for the future. While 2020 yielded disap-

pointment and frustration on many levels,  we, all of 

us, must count our blessings, which include YOU and 

your support of all of our missions throughout the 

year!  As we begin 2021, here are a few things we can 

look forward to. 

We begin our 5th year of Active Community Out-

reach by providing lunch on the first Thursday 

of each month during the school year to True 

Life Youth Ministries preschool. 

We will schedule our annual Bible Study, so stay 

tuned for when and how this will happen, as 

well as who will lead us and what we will study. 

We will continue our commitments to the Missions 

of our own Carlisle Presbytery, including Blan-

ket Sunday, Birthday Offering and Thank Of-

fering, as well as the multiple missions of Pres-

byterian Women in the Presbytery. 

You can learn more about all of these things and 

more by reading our monthly articles in the Herald.  

We welcome your participation in everything we do, 

and we truly pray that we will see each other ‘for 

real’ during 2021! 

 

     To God be the Glory, 

  Sue Mechura, for the PW Planning Team 

 



 

 
A Grief Support Group 

of  
St. Andrews Church 

I must learn to open bottles, move the furniture, open stuck win-
dows, go home alone, investigate the noise in the night, eat alone, 
make decisions alone, handle money alone, go on trips alone, 
fight with service companies alone, be sick alone, sleep alone.       
                                                                             Sonja O'Sullivan 

 
     Often we are better forewarned, better prepared, to deal with 
the big events like birthdays and holidays than with some of the 
more formal times when we have been accustomed to our loved 
one's presence.  A woman whose husband had died said that the 
first time she heard some note-worthy news and turned around to 
relay the news to her husband--- “That was when I knew he was 
gone.” 
     A lot of the conversation that takes place during the meetings 
of the St. Andrews Grief Support Group centers around just these 
simple incidents. Yes, we talk about getting through the holidays, 
the anniversaries,  the birthdays, and the frustration of having to 
deal with ordinary things once shared with a partner and now 
having to deal with alone.  We usually find that one person's frus-

1  Wilma Miller 
 Jeannie Tice 
2 Shelby Lister 
6  Lisa Hamme 
 Neal Logdahl 
10  Steve Schulte 

11  Liz Kalb 
15 John Wissinger 
17  Marc Hamme 
28 Larry Everhart 
29 Penny Samuelson 
31  Scott Stambaugh 



 

tration in these seemingly simple things is often the same frustra-
tion of many of us. For some the up-coming holiday season can be 
an especially sad time.  We try to find ways to try to enjoy the holi-
day in spite of the sadness.  It is OK to be happy in the midst of 
grieving.  It is OK to be laughing as family members repeat old 
family memories, while creating new ones.  And yes, it is OK to 
shed a few tears when you hear a favorite carol or meaningful 
scripture or light the candles on Christmas Eve.  This shows that 
the love is still there and your loved one is in your heart. 
     We were saddened to hear the news that our friend, Barbara 
Hall, had passed away peacefully in November. Barbara, who was 
not a member of St. Andrews, came to us many years ago, with her 
neighbor, Karen Regester, when her beloved husband Lou died 
from cancer. She had no one to give her support at that time - no 
children, no siblings, no parents, no family at all. We quickly be-
came her sole support, along with Karen, and she stayed with the 
group until a few years ago when a fall resulted in her needing to 
move to Assisted Living. Over the years, she grew very fond of our 
group, our leader, and the friendships she established within our 
group. She frequently attended the Worship Services and special 
services at St. Andrews and really felt comfortable being there. We 
will miss her huge smile and  her giggle when she was amused by 
something someone said! We were glad that we were able to help 
her work through her grief and sadness during that time. She is 
now reunited with Lou, which is something she often mentioned. 
God's blessings on Barbara!   
     Our Grief Support Group welcomes anyone to join with us. 
     Our usual meeting time is the 2nd Thursday of every month at 
2:00 PM, in Cassel Chapel. For our December meeting we will 
have our traditional Christmas Luncheon at the Lebanon Country 
Club, on Thursday, December 10, at 12:00 noon. In January we 
will meet again at the church on Thursday, January 14 at 2:00. 
Please feel free to come join us. You will be warmly welcomed! 
     If you have questions, please contact our Advisor, Diane Pome-
roy, at 717-454-0756; Pat Yates, at 717-273-9297; or the church 
office, 717-272-9933. 
     Remember that eventually the memory of our loved ones once 
having shared this or that particular experience will carry a poign-
ant gratitude for all the times they were with us. We will find the 
power to go it alone. 
 
As I learn my life anew, may I be empowered by loving memories. 
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